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: Call from—relativé ,
N to tour of Bureau by Mrs
Mrs. Sinclair Lewis and

telephoned and stated that Mr.

Mi‘":sz(’Sinc ir Lewis and would
‘%co through the Bureau end inquired if it
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<Ec6%10 arranged to have them go through after
at arrange-

lunch on Monday. I told
ments could be mede, but that I would probably

be before the Appropriations Committee on ¥ondey

around 2:00 P.M. or maybe & 1ittle earlier.
jnquired if 1 would be here on Tuesday

] stated that I was almost certein that I would
be here. stated that he would try

to make the arrengements 1o have them here on

Tuesday afternoon. e & .
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. & Nrs. Sinclair Lewis would not

e
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%
Stated thet ¥r

be able to keep
Bureau today.

\

the appoxntment to go tarough the
stated that if he did

not call to the conirary, would not
be in also. also advised that the Lewis

paruy would try to come in tomorrow or the next day
zn? that he,h would advise the Director

accordingly. rhb
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: yegret vory muck thot I wae nog' in’ the

city on the occgcston of your visit to th

e hecde

¢ | quariers of tha F3I lagt ryecdaye J.do hope
- that you enjoyed seeing ot Jirct-hond our

Juctlities and the work wvhich we are try
do heres

ing to

rorint

fnpreasions of Your niece, iisd lurcello Powerd,

&TE -
-giiii T anted you to knov thot the finge

and clso your fingerprind inpresgiond ha
pluced in the civil files of the Bureoi,

ve been
gnd I cn

enclosing two coplcs of the photcgraph vhich was

taken and wiich I thourht pou nicht like
a3 a nenento of iie oceasione

7ith best wishes and kind regards,

Sincerely pours,

J. Xdzar Hoover
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)
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r 26, 1939
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In accordanceé with previous arrangenents, the wWrii
escorted HTe SIHCLA{@UQEEIS, and his niece, Yiss MARCEL .
on a sPeciaI’fﬁﬁwaf i%e Bureau on October 24the MT. Lewis:was &
very enthusiastic throughout the daye He started out at 11: otlock
in the morning by stating that he could gpend only on hour or-onTTTY
hour and & half = the tour was concluded at 3:30 in the afternoone.

He stated he expected to find @ fine organization but that his
erpectations were faT erceeded by what he had actually seéne Ur.
Lewis comnented at length upon the changed public ottitude and

stated that HTe Hoover would moke a great fictional character foT

o novel depicting what can be done through the application of
intelligenceé, training, and science. He stated that he had long
contenplated writing @ novel based upon a policenane I expressed

the hope that 1%t wouldn't be another’"flmer_qantry."

. He expressed +he thought on several occasions that Miss
DorothyrThompson, his wife, who resides at 88 central PaTk est,
telephone rrafalgar 4-4121, would be ertremely interested in visit=
ing the Bureau; @S @ mgtter of fact, he asked the writer to get

in touch wiih the DirectoT agnd have hin call liss Thompson on the
telephone and invite her to visit the pureau next week when she
comes to #ashington o debate "Fathegd"\iohnson”; the characteriza-

+ion of Ure Johnson 1S, of course, Ur. Lewise

In passing, it should be pointed out that he does not
reside with KHis wife but, on the other hand, iives ot the Hotel
Lombardye ‘He stated that Miss Thompson has spoken about the Bureai
fauorably. I told him that I recalled a couple of remarks which
she had made which were not SO favorable, whereupon he stated that
she got off the reservation at times but she did not mean gnything
by ite HE stated if Hiss Thompson should ever pisit the Bureal
that in greeting her she should be told by theé person who is
designated to S€€ ner that he enjoys reading her writings, adnires
her, that her colunmns aré thought-provoking, even though he does
not pelieve everything she writes, ond then "yroceed to give Hitler
nell," whereupon ohe would get her peeve against Hitler . ut of her
systen and would then settle down and enjoy herself S r/the doye
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¥r. Lewis pointed out that he had clways classed himself

as ¢ Liberal but

+that there was & line between Liberalisn and

Communism, and while he had always believed "to ?ive and let live”

_ nevertheless two

years ago, following his novel,}{"Prodigal Son, "

which characterized a Comnunigtic fanily, his eyes were opened by

what some of the

they do not castigate him in the

He referred to

He also stated that

conmunists had done; and now he feels badly if
aily Worker at 1east once o weeke

4 7

Throughout the course of the tour, he was very enthusiastic
and very commendatory about +he Director. He was veTy much interested
in the Director's views on civil Liberties, which the writer related

3

in sonme detail, pointing out the policies which the Director had

ingugurated in ¥

he Bureau imnedictely after his appointment as Dir-

ector in 1324 of how third degree and unethical tactics had absolutely

been prohibited;

how the Director had urged law enforcenent generally

to respect the rights of others and to place law enforcenent upon @

scientific, prac

+ical, and professional basise He stated that this

was what the country hdd needed for a long time. He inquired as to

the Director's o

ge and when he was informed, with o flick of his hand

stated, '"He is a mere infant. His best years are ahead of hime"

Mre Le
and while going

wis became very enthusiastic about fingerprinting
through the Identification pivision specifically

asked that we take his fingerprints. I told him we would be glad

/ to do this and would then place them in our civil file. At the

~ ' iconclusion of the tour nis fingerprints and those of his niece,
17 Miss Powers, were taken; likewise, G photograph was taken of UTe
R Lewis being fingerprinted. 7t is significant to note in this con=

s

nection that Kre

Lewis made the comment that o lot of Liberals are

against fingerprinting but that he has been wondering whether or
not those who have been shouting the loudest don't have something
£0 cover upe Mre Lewis is on his way to Merico City for a vacation

with his ni€cees

T told him I felt sure the Director would want to

send him the photographs to serve as a memento and he asked that

they be sent 10
him in MexicOe

his publishers, who, in turn, would forward them %o
A letter is attachede

b
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¥r. Lewis had been to Mount Vernon years ago and exr-
.pressed the desire to

ington. I pointed ou
here would want him to g

take his niece there while he was in hash-
t that I felt sure the Director if he were
¢ down in one of our cars and, accordingly,

arrangements were made for a car to take him downe. He expressed

his appreciatione

Respectfully
[P gl A

Le B NiChOlS
G
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RECORDED e s et et T

DIRECTOR NDEEED 51’,9‘04 23— b

REGARDING TELEPHONIC CONVERSATION WITH MR. ROSEN THIS 'DATE.
L1C

speciAL AGENT (i} ASCERTAINED FROM
OLEWIS

eLoon AR ¥ _
REMARKS AT AN OPEN FORUA HELD AT JEWISH TEMPLE, JACKSONVILLE LA:T x. --*‘*

..f N

Ty

NIGHT, THEN PROCEEDED TO WINDSOR HOTEL THAT CITY, REMAINED SEVERAL '“ -

\

'\

HOURS THEN CHECKED OUT, APPARENTLY LEAVING CITY. INFORMATION _
OBTAINED FROM POLICE DEPART"]ENT AND NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT THAT EEATS™

VESTERDAY AFTERNOON VISITED NASSAU TAVERN ABOUT EIGHT MILES NORTH ©°
OF JACKSONVILLE, A NOTORIOUS JOINT ON THE JACKSONVILLE—SAVANNAH HIGHWAY
UHERE HE ENGAGED IN A GAWBLING GAME. THIS JOINT IS IN NASSAU COUNTY,
FLORIDA. AT TWO P.M, EEATS REPORTED TO JACKSONVILLE POLICE APPARENTLY
UNDER INFLUENCE OF LIQUOR AND TOLD OFFICERS ABOUT THE GAMBLING GAME.

WE HAD APPARENTLY FOLLOWED THE MAN INTO THE CITY WHO WON HIS MONEY
AMOUNTING TO APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY DOLLARS. JACKSQNVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT ARRESTED THIS MAN,“ ON e««r%;f

coparnt anp wiEN sEARCHED SGNNEEBNR HAD MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED b~
DOLLARS ON HIS PERSON, BEAES DEMANDED TO KNOW OF POLICE WHAT
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Fenreral Burran of Inuestination

United States Department of Justire

1300 Biscayne Building

Miami, Florida L !
?‘. \- .‘.-.‘\‘A:AAA...'4-' g
& February s 1941 R ,'):
o // e 1
& Director,
12 Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
Dear Sir: \\
= Reference is made /the telephone conversation ..~
Agent of this S

B between Mr. ROSEN and Speci

L Office on February 1, 194X, and the teletype to the Bureau

N ' from this Office of theSame date, regarding the difficulties
encountered by SINCLAI "LEWIS, the noted author, in the

vicinity of Jacksonville, Florida, on January 31, 1941.

2 For the Bureau's information, there are submitted
herewith clippings from the Jacksonville Journal, issue of
February 1, 1941, relative to LEWIS! remarks at the Jewish
o Temple in Jacksonville, and concerning the flimflam game
worked on him in Nassau County, Florida. _

_L-._-._e,-;: - A‘\“ED Very truly yours,
| "\ML\NFORW\T\ON CQNT eV _
LSS INCUSSFIE |, T s\ (

A -g,“ v
DATEE}BJW’BYM RS ML SN Craree

' b.] c-/
b :CSH
T AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY )
f / \j \Qg‘;‘fa’f"%’. . 5“"{-‘1‘\‘»\::\‘\'\0“:
f y ‘ £ ‘ S M ARSI O ~fOORAL BT LWLl
.-"\"' -~ ,3., ‘ t -
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’ : g 1 =
N £ F A
\ 3 E“ i § &
y = : ¥
£ </

~=~



2-/~H!

[ ecAiHappen Here
Sinclair Lewis Flimf lammed

By Some Main Street Babbits

f
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o . —Staff photo by Leo Wit i
LEWIS HURLBERT | |
Sinclair Lewis, noted author, was just another fliim-flam victim bo'(

2
’{ County Detective Sid Hurlbert vesterday. Lewis, who was taken Hor:

NFORIGAT
REASN
RATE g;[a/z[gk BY.s#/ Es,

At
__HER!

!
$160 in & Nassau county jook joint, is pictured as he explained the
! details to Hurlbert. o - :

J—
~—

e [ ] *
- Sinclair lewis came zipping mw; After the first take, about $100
< Jacksonville at high speed yesterday  was gone, Lewis loaned him moge.
) afiernoon. Bui not in the role of \{‘Een that was gone, Lewis stakgd
novelist and Nobel prize winner. He  h g\ {or the trip southward.

came as a Getective In hot pursuit [ After Lewis had gone he bega|
of 8 man who, he said. had fiim- \ L, reflect on the incident, oni

flammed him out of $160 in a road- urned around and drove back to
side tavern, north of Jacksonville. the tavern. Dejected looking
Arriving at Main and Adams friend, who had bidden him good~
streets, he called a policeman and : bye and supposedly started south,
had the man put in jail. was dejected-looking again at the

Author of Main Street, Elmer same old stand.
Gantry, Arrowsmith, Dodsworth, Dejected friend ejected himselt
elc., then came by The Journal to  from the tavern and jumped in his ,
tell his experience. R car with a forelgn license and, { d- % Ak

«f don't mind the money,” pe  scooted toward Jacksonville, with { Dlek 5 — 7

sald. “Often I invite some friends Lewis in ppxsu}t. i
. in for dinner and it costs that But Lewis didn’t appear in court -

’ much—and they turn out to be this morning. .De.ject,ed friend was

pretty dull guests.” happy when .dlsmxssed. ) There Was
Lewis stopped at the tavern on his really no ev:glencc against him.

way to New York. There he met 8 When Lewis left last night he
dejected gentleman at the bar who had §160 Jess of the $46,000 he got
had no funds to go South on. Lewis' fhHm the Nopcl prize fund.
gentler impulses got the best of him fe is on his way north to go
and he staked his new-found ac- wdk in a new novel, he §aid. Askedl

uaintance at 8 gambling device wiv he didn’t wrif;e in M.lan:d, whe r& {
ui'hcx'-o""sa"‘ld acquaintance gaid-se-had he has been staying, he said, ‘Tt 1‘ ‘
'already gone broke. too easy to relax down here




Sinclair Lewis - o
[ends Zest o | wiife e
|

six months during the Wworld War,
declared that he had no complaint

| .
! FO)’um MCCtlﬂg against the Germans 88 such. He

declared, however, that it was his

T
g = R d T bl . , pelief that England is waging 8
3 ound-Table Discussion ong pattle for liberty, tolerance and {ree
- f ‘ gpeech. ; .
= War and Effects Staged \ He made it plain that he was in
3 at Jewish Temple. b avor of extending 8id 1o England. ————— |
$ JE— ¢ even at the risk of war. It 15\ S______Eh for LOCQTW i
: A great American novelist tarried | futtle,” he added, “tod mam&sctu;'e ‘ ear
., - H : .
) e 3 armaments and then ump them in . .

e i oo e e emi= . Color Is Expensive
R b was staged by several pror)z?ir\; Further slong in the discussion. | R l . L .
nent local itizens from the lat-—k he malntained that jdesls have nol For Sln(_‘ atr ewts
e of the Jacksonvill Soich Bt en successful in this world without ,

' Cemple He s Phe support of force. “The Ger- sinclsir oo moted suthor, Jost

S’mcléir Lewls, suthor of “Main :mans B1¢ great fighters when they 1 ¢150 in &n alleéed gambling game

) Street,” and the Nobel prize-win-: :;;.: 1&2?%:,:; "added. “put they in Nassau County yesterday morn-
“ ; . S : «n here when he

nc;ggersﬁggv-ir?fi u:*ithw:éheximg;; lmufg;!;ﬁ;;] t::; 0?{2:’? gu::e:;l:;:f i!;%éciéegei;?eaxgt of one mep on

; . - > ' . N " i rd shark

o ';’:\::h;h:;il geczgtcye&mf;elfg: u?f : declared that he “hated Hitlerism :r‘c;xa\rﬂg;r:;c;}l’splsion of card

' K day, and then turned the ‘discus:" and il 1t stands for 17 Germany,” Lewis, who was on his way North
sior: over to the locel leaders who” He declared, howeveh “Hitlerism 1s after sr;ending some time in Flori~

Sored it to an end without ever: e oace: Ji s not limited 10 GEI7| 1 da P ated to police thst DS

Cflowing the audience to experience. many.” He contended {50 if Hit-|{ | gambling venture w2 entered into

s moment of Ledi\;m xperience lerism 15 smashed 10 Czecho-Sio- ! " in search of addtionsl +“Jocal color.”

Mr. Lewis came tL:J the meetin i vakia and the other countries which i He stopped at a tavern in Nas-

: las & iriend of Gilchrist B swc\ctong : have been invaded they would be ‘;sau County for refreshment he told
who Was tor;nerls‘ ministér to Aus-,.i; m?;:g?f;%?ﬁ C?ﬁ;“&gf?:sﬁ?é_' | police, and then Wwas tnd'uced 1o

:'_ t‘rutthf;r ?:suzoi;gduriiﬁéesi:h\?ﬁ:;:: .‘ | porting him 100 per cent in some &:gzgiecxpate in 8n a..negedﬁ gambhr\g;|~
ac @ newspaperman. He took oC- of nis remarks. DT Kissling con® L B% fter paying his 10sseS Lewis in-

casion prai;e St.ockton {or hisa tinued: “Furnishing EURS to two } formed police here that fxe {ollowed
work in behalf of American stu}ients' fellows Sh‘,’ofmfa a\: ke\a,ch egz!;ermig ' the man who won the money 10
e 8k while he was 8t his post abroad. | ‘not }h; ‘?m « ’m% P I i Jacksonville and bhad 8 policemat
: unity tnto this WOT'E: arrest him at Main and Adams

The forum discussion was opened ! “ v i jghti
by Rabbi Israel L. Kaplan who ! Great Britain  * not fightin€ |
pointed out that he w8s undertak- °

! . Streets about 2 P. M.
our war, except lncidentally he ! Toais told potice that he did not |

. : ked ' R
~ ing the program as & part of the { TEMATEE that rind losing the money, describing
T ’, Jewish tradition that the synagogue theD:é aﬁﬁ&?\ireyigti:e?n Ki?;t {;, as "a good Eicwt Ex-
= should be & "nouse of prayer: B. lerism that will destroy the Nazl - T . . i
) house of study and & house of 8s- ' leader r plsined thet IS motive i
r sembly.” . . . b me of the Te- it was to pye\'ent. other oulls
- ~ He turned the discussion over 10 ‘mgie:’em‘;rf we‘:: :?, Clved from the from 10sing money in @ cirnilar man-
Harold Cohn, locel newspaper man, e ission, which Was 50 free and ner who might possibly not be able
who introduced the chief particl- uninhibitéd that Mr. Wilkes was to afford it. ) i
pants. They were: Mr, Lewis, John = - prompted 10 remark thet 8 confer- The author continued North and
Love Wilkes, president of the Jack- ence such as the one in progress in whetner or not charges against the
. _sonyille Terminal Company, repre-- the Jewish Temple last night—hard- | man arrested will pe pushed will be
-senting business; Dr. Albert J. Kiss- - 1y possible anywhere else in the getermined }gg‘%ﬁm state's Attor-
 ling, pastor of the Riverside Presby- world—was “one of the things worth ! “M i
! terian Church, representing religion, ’ fighting for.” -
;’1‘: maMcry Stockton, representing dl-%, Present at the meeting Jast night
h " di . ; and joining in the discussion from
: h’I‘he discussion  Was develqped ' the floor was carl A. ROSS. vetired
. v r:ugh an exchange of questions attorney of Albion. Mich.. who will
: ‘:i‘zi a réspobr;sesw‘&mong the par-, appear here at 3 P. M. Sunday 8S
: pants. Mr. Wilkes served as the | the Open Forum speaker in the
interlocutor, injecting at times some Jewish Temple.
prior to the round-table discus-

. | sation. .

e He touched off the heated dis-
cussion when he acked S8inclair
Lewis what he thought of America '
jending aid to Great Britain. Wwilkes
ix chairman of the local branch of -~
the Committee to Defend Americ2 ‘ \'r e p (‘ \‘T ‘.M ‘

by Aiding Great Britain. From o \‘4,' R ‘\2 4 i i \H\ U

Mr. Lewis' expression of opposition

Sech RS HEREIND UNCLASSIFIED
DATEclmfeBYStLOHe

fof his reflections into the conver-i -
i i ston, the traditional Sabbath eve
i | sexy ¢ the Jewish cangeegathIn 62 g ('Lo 6'2. R 7

%as held in the Temple.
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Eég things American. T will appreciate
NS hearing from you. RECGOL,, /vﬁ;“';f é}g\;; _..3?
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MADERA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT ,
s1C) B1d

208 WEST SIXTH STREET bR

MADERA, CALIFORNIA

A ETIA AANTANED
T ERBIETS S TiED

el SR

Mr. J. Edgar Boover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
WASHINGTON, D. C.

My dear Mr. Hoover:

. 1
mnrough my very good frlend“
a

who has been one of your students, I have learne great .
deal about you, needless to saYy, however, I have known a7
of only splendid things aboubt you, and it is for this / — /¥
reason that I am calling your attention to the most ,/{y
incendiary; book since the days of "Uncle om's Cabin®, its

title isé%%%}géﬁlood Royal™, by Sinq}g;ﬂgygwig, and

e~

House, N oYK
published’ by Rahdom House, NeW York G.\.R.;l

In"Kiné%lood Royal"™ Sincleilr Lewis dlscusses
the negro questiof~in a manner which is intended %O inflame
negroes against whites and is undoubtedly propaganda for
the white man's acceptance of the negro as a social equale

"Kiné%lood Royal" is more insidious than was
"Uncle Tom's Cabin"s Of course you know sinolair Lewis's
dackground of radical thinking &s well as I do, and better
I know. /
/.
ngingblood Royal" has not yet been published. v
happened 1o have obtained an advance COPYe ;

I am pas:ing this information on to you knowing
your extreme interest in,

LY

k K . .‘;TA‘\ -l ‘;‘j‘ -
. With expriesteny of iiteeh; I ok
: : - 1 Cirk 4 1947

- ’I .
, L
b0 M

Y CHE S
L

-Zed b
P _,—x !

X.B. For your information, I think )

a very fine job here and is making you a very able
T am very proud of and what he has accomplished, and
was prouder %0 be one of his endorsers when he made aepplication
to attend the F.B.I. School originallye.

I8

A
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BEREIIS JICLASSIED

DATLE,LJLLBY.E&LQ%W

L Your lstter of April 1, 1947, has been received and I want you
" %9 xnow that I apprecizte your forwarding this informatime

rred to Assistant Attorney Cenersl
{deration.

Your htter has been refe

Divisim, Department of Juatica, for cons
e

i s étC‘H’JI
LJ_ ep 3 . _
- 1947 P.M. John Edgar Boover

Director :

&

Lo
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. MADERA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
b” o

208 WEST SIXTH STREET

MADERA, .CAUFORNIA
AFRIL 15th, 13847
t
i tir. Tlendop L.o.oee-s
L34 T’ennlnmon....;
'r. J. Edgar Hoover, Dlrector o iq_uﬁ“Tmm_"
Federal Bureau of Investigation { e, N
Department of Justice ~N b a2
WASHINGTON, D. Co. 9 E % )
My dear Mr. Hoover: " /

from
on Aprll 14the. The letter explains’ itself.

I sinnerely hope that I am not annoying you by
sendi you various and sundry material on Sinclair Lewis's
booklygﬁlngsblood Royal"”.

our information

and their opini
worthwhile.

Very truly yours,

bj;gwb
f *
J \?\\

\

»

;k}l

A A
A‘ *KPH",:‘ (\'C,'.",\ 'Ni%}
\x\J .
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Chicazo 1, Illinois

April 11th, 1947

bt

‘& v ealth Depertment
208 Weet Sixth Street
liedera, Californie

A&
pe A

Thank you for sending me your masterful
eriticism of the new Sincl Lewis book,
KINGSBLOOD KIOYAL.

-

I agres with you full
Sengerous book and tdet 4
very liable to ceusc
out our countrye.

rty of wgncdyz & copy of
your letter NG ]
the bool, with U: - >estion tvat they send

s copy to

4 mg now rmch they
,--oin n Californie and 1t
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/) lodera County Health Deparinent

) 208 Kest Sizth Street
- S YaBera, Californta

RS

s
seo- QSR 7

Your letter dated A;ril 15, 1947, with
enclosurc, hcs been recejuved and I do want to thank you
for vriting c3 you dide Please do not hesitate ¥¢o

nrunicate with me whenever you feel you have infore
mgtﬁn of possible interest to this Dureale

Sincerely ycurs,

g » .-
c.,

Johrn Edgor Hoover
Director

Aw\'"”;v:ff“ COLTAITR -

r—-'~-—,q - ) Q-\‘r‘ir—s -
H ;:_5; .t ’-l --rVI‘ !Lv w'.‘ Q] ('"
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lggr;;nmmﬁ——a— FECTRAC Bi AZAUJFIAVESTINATION
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- * -——— y ( . N g\J. (/l N Mr. CiegC .coen

’ Mr. C1aH® oo neees

MADERA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENTﬁ Mr, La«:a.-.qf“

208 WESY SIXTH STRLEET

b1 LAY 1

MADERA, CALIFQRNIA

APRIL 8th, 1947

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director ’f\\‘ N

Federal Buremu of Investigation Wb

Department of Justice e R

WASHHTGTOI\I, Do C. ;: L
N7,

My dear Mr. Hoover: L

—"
I am enolosing copy of a,review of my personal ' {
feeling toward Sinclair Lenis's new °k§fEE§§§ Blood Royal®.
/. -

gave me the advance copy
and asked me to rezd it and let him have my opinion of it.

The book will not be on the book shelves until
about May 20th. I am enclosing, also, a CORPY of my letter %o Il

In order that I might get & reaction from one of
ur students, 1 loaned my copy of n"Kings Blood Royal™ to

0 o
m who is a graduate b1
of the FBI school, and Wno recently spent a 1ew weeks in Washingt;E\

.

attending a short school which you and your excellent staff held. )
T have G pe r i s sion to state to you that he is very -~
heartily in agreement with every statement I have made in my comment
on "Kings Blood Royel®. In other words, he thinks the book Just

es dangerous as I do.

If you have not been able to obtain a copy of
"Kings Blood Royal", which is published by Random House, I will be
very glad to 1oan.you my cOpye. T am sure, however, that if you will
write Random House, that they will send you a copy of the book.

‘You will recall I know, & I " letter which I wrote
ou immediatel following my reading of thelBok. YAV - /
d oo | B (ol [T
For your information I haveﬁiﬁf. years, ase 1o

-
* my connection with Military Intelligence, had thkopppritppRrim to

render, in my small way, support to your men in the eld. I am &
veteran of the Spanish Amexi can War, as well asvgorld War I, and
dnring World War II, I did quite a bit of intelTizdnoce work which
was passed on to your representatives for them to do with as they
saw fit. I am telling you this 1ittle story in order that you may
know something of my background. Incidentally, I have been in

blic Health work, doth the Army and the U. S. Public Health Service,
and other agencies, for a matter of 45 yearse.



¢ - o

T will be most interested to have your reaction
after you have read "Kings Blood Royal®, and also your reaction
to my review of the book.

-
>

b )

With expressions of esteem, Ieanm

Sincerely yours,




Madera, Californisa
April 7, 1947
e

los geles, Californi

My dear—

When you gave me Sinclair Lewls's new
book, "Kings Blood Royal", to read you asked me to express my
opinion after I had finished 1it.

Tn what I am about to write I have no
doubt but that you will disagree with me most violentlye.

You told me that Qi wrote you that ke
"+he book stinks". With his statement I am in hearty accord.

"Kings Blood Royel", is & very dangerous
book to put into the hands of people whose minds are elready in
e state of flux, & stete of unrest, a state of insecurity, &and
finally but not the lesst of the above statements, the people
of the world are hysterical. Hystericel to & point where even &
mildly inflematory stetement made by some one in whose opinion
meny persons placed falth might set off elready anxious natlons
or even & single nation to do violence again as they éid during
the tragic yeasrs from 1938 to 1946.

| Sincleir Lewis has many followers. His
books have hed & world wide circulation. He never has put a line
on paper except thet he was maed at some casuse or at some group or
even at one individuel. He dips his pen in vitriol snd writes
accordinglye. |

Until "Kings Blood Royel", I never have
felt that in ettacking whatever he sew fit to attack under the gulse

of writing fiction that he did much harm. He made some people angIrys
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others sdmired him for the bite he put info his writing. The motive
behind his latest book wes premeditatedly vicious. In "Kings Blood.
Royal™ he definltely has written a book that 1s intentionally
jncendisry. Els purpose in writing it wes to sncite the herd minded
masses to more and greater fntolerance than had appeared on the
surface before they read his booke

fKings Blood Royal® is more dangerous than
wes Uncle Tom's Cabin. Like Harriett Beecher Stowe, Lewls has no
knowledge of the subject about which he has written, nemely the
negro question. His hero 1s a tawdry melodramatic ced without one

single redeeming quality. A self pitying son-of— a-bitch who was
devold of the fine feeling of & gentleman and was bent only on
destroying those around him who were hils by blood ties and who
loved him and placed trust in his ability to meke his way in the
world and to act toward them as & loved one should. That he falled
in his obligation to his femily end to society Lewls tries to
justify by heving him consort with all types of negroes both good
end bed, mostly bad. Tn other words his hero is an extrovert
guffering from persecutory 111usions sbout the race he tries to
sdopt without the race wanting to adopt him.

No suthor has the right to discuss subjects
gbout which he has only & bad second hend kmowledge.

His languége and his ergument are both trite
end "corny". The arguments he has come from the mouths of his
charecters are those same arguments that heve been used for nearly
g century or even longers His present attempt in the field of

sociology shows how 1i1ttle he knows about the subject matter he has
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three ‘
under discussion. His ignorance of the problem between the white
man and the negro is abysmale

There 1s no doubt whatsoever in my mind
but thet some day some one somewhers {n Americe will write a book
£111led with wisdom about solutions for racial differences. Such
g book should be written by & wise man or by & group of wise men
end women of races now being discriminated sgainst with white men
colleborating.

T have no doubt but that "Kings Blood Royal”
will enjoy & large sale because Sinclair Lewils wrote it; on the
other hand, however, controversies over 1t will arise that may
lead to violence. I feel certain that this was what Lewis hoped
in his heasrt would happen. |

Sinclair Lewis has been "left" in his think-
ing for years. He has been an inciter of revolution. His reasoning
{s not democratic but as I already have sald is incendlary.

.All over the United States people are
imeeling end praying for a lasting peacsee. "Kings Blood Roysl" is
the type of book that may destroy peace end bring in its stead
greater and more bitter racial feellng petween whites and negroes
wﬁich in turn may lead to race riots thet might become nation wide
in their scope. "Kings Blood Royal"-is e type of book which migﬁt
well light the torch of revolutlione.

When lNr. Lewls finished his book he must
heve gained great satisfaction in the knowledge that he had turned

the force of his venom on & people already weary of dissention
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end of strife but in whose hearts still burned the kmowledge that
once & great and bloody Civil VWer had been fought over the very
cause he now seeks to espouseé.

"Kings Blood Roysl" is & cheap end tawdry
book. It reflects no credit on Sinclelr Lewis's intelligence.
The book is designed to infilsme. It 1s bitter end full of the acid
of faciel prejudice. It 1s even unkempt in that it does not take into
consideration those common decencies of polite behavior S0 necessary
to furthering the ethics & proper study of the humanities demand
should be observed.

| I pray with all my heart and soul that the

purpoée Sincleir Lewis had in mind when writing this, his latest
and most dangerous book, will not come to passe

Haven't all of us all over the world had
enough to do with propagandists?

Sincerely o
-’ 4 _ Blng




PR

L

e e ————-

|
!
!

WECT:=-
EX -

7, .

A i
FEC-EmL‘, =~zilqo,r (WESTISATION

April 16, 1547

B

1D

Madera County Feclth Deportaent
208 Test Sizth Street
Ehdcra,’caltfgrnia

ST e e / i b"}c.'

2eor W

Tour letter dated Aprtfba, 1947, with
enclosure, hos been recefved end I do went to

thonk you for bringing to my ctfddion the book
upon wlick you comnent. Ihe sotives whick

prompted your communication are tndeed cpprectated.

Sincqrggy yours,
v -z C

e SR G g

~ o

.6C ot
John Edger Hoover -2
Dirgctor —
3

NOTE: This correspondent comrunicated with the Bureau

in 1942, furnishing some copies of @ magaxzine which he

suspected might be subversive. XHis gresent communication

decls with Sinclair Lewis' new book "Kings Blood Royal,”

which he considers very inflamotory due 1o ites references

to the question of Negro and Fhite relationss’ ’
:ok 7. g

-3

TTTNFORMATION CONTAINED=
HEREIN'S UNGLASSIFIED

DATE. 5|23 eBY srlosti

{
‘g iy

» l.snr 30 .!Ag.u LA

pEeeTTNINT GF WENCE
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\9/ \ Agststant Attorney Ceneral . .- lay 8, 1947

b Theron L. Caudl@ ' ...’
,s ) Directory, FBI -

BOOE EXTITLE )/('z:‘fz}ey fo0 FOTAL"
BY SIKCLAIRLLEIS

—

~.

™~

M"f Xaders, J e
California, hag cdvieed this Bureau thav d occasion < :

>
to reviev cn aduvaice copy of the book, "Kingstlood RBoyal” by k1D
Sinclair Lewis, publisked by Randon Hotse, New Tork SN
edvised thet thie book may be of an "incendiary” naiure,
tnasnuch as Lewis dlscusses the negro question in o nanner vhich,
according to N, i intended to inflane negrocs cgainegt
w:-{tcae The book 1xag sicted to be Ypropoganda Jfor the witite
nan's acceptance of the negro ag a socicl equal,

The foregoing t8 called to your atiention for pour
infornction end such considerction as you deen approprictes

i

cl"':

——r———— =

AL 1N
HEREITS
_— i Wk‘ Ii%

l

d:w 4

~,__________.._...-—--—------«'J"‘‘

L ouin WJ oATi0 S SECTION (
MAILED 8

4 Mﬁ«\' 9 1947 PM.:

Y
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FESERAL BURTAU OF lh‘vfﬂh,!. vl
¢S, DIeaR? WENT AF 4T
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< the _irectoer 1O Lssistent Attorney feneral Theron 1. Caudle, dsted vay € 1507,
N,

/
4

u;Oﬁ‘ice Memo;"%nduzgz_r N UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT |
B AL INFORMATION CONTAINED ..,

v prepry 15 1R ASSIFIED = o
DATE s} /&= BYs@L. 6<% 1

wr 61:5&——_——
. viD,
wr. Ladd
Mr. NLCHOI® —
Attached hereto is a8 request for & record checX received froz the
O{fice of the gecretery ©of Defence. That agency has requested 2 check of
our investigative files on the above captioned ipdividuzl who is & well

Mr. Rosen
xnown eathor and Pulitzer Prize winners

SUBJECT: SILCLATE LE:1S

Mr. Trecy

adelphiza office receives ynformeticn IT

In foril 19L0, tne Phil

The Rureaul issued instructions in Y&y 1940, thai no further jnvestigation
Lo be conducted on the basis of tne foregoing facts jnascuch as the origingl
re activities on the pert of tne subjecte

™~

was
informant failed to iniicate any espiong

(65-106LL-2, 3)

\. -

of ladera, gcalifornisz, wrote 1o
the Tirector on Aavril &, 1947, calling attention Lo & Nev hoov writien DY ginclair.
. Lewis entitled nyingsvlood Royal“.— sdvised that this bock may be of an

nincenaiary™ nature, jnaszach as Lewis discusses the negro guestion in a manner O\
. which, according L0 s intended 10 inflame negroes against whiltes. \
- The boo: Ves steted to be "propagan:la for the white men's acceptance of ithe negro
- a¢ a gocial equal. (62-L0523-10, 11)

+— wne contents of letter were surmarized in a penorandun from S

"~ !

tewion: é: _ L/O(:' -’ “.: ) //X

-~ e -

mhe foregoinz information does not appear to be such as would effect 3f
highly classified nmzterial. Accordingly, it is recommended

. clezrance for access ‘o
" thet tne forr reguesting the name check be stamped, "o Investigation conducted

- by F3l'p2 rtinent to yovr ipmuiry®. should this procedure meet with your approval
ussted that the attached form be returned to 7633 for reply.

it 1s reuy

: e T RECORDED o ; _*/-. ; amaed
e gg-lv}uz,z(t RS --r'_,,7 F§ -
|7 Atta;r;ent 1.6 ke ’}/ //'i,l {7 EX. ] Ig
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Toe:

Frome

Subject:

Koy 25, 1951

: _ _C’OZ—."II TIAL
sis*ban'b Ch;ef of Stcff, G-2 e
nao

A3

Le; rtnent of the Armg . ) ?)

7%.¢ Pentagon o i
S?"Lng'bon dd, Da C. . . .:

Attention? Chief, Intelligence Division

Jokn Edger Eoover = Dwrector
rederel Burest of Investigation

THE EIUCKHARD S SORCE CASE
1'"‘1"10’[('1, - B

o W ez
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b

e ey I /)..',4 . ‘:“.f’ _ ;’ ‘
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Main file No. 62-140623

L

{ARY.

Date: 8/22/51

Subjects Sinclair Lewis Date Searched
6/18/51
. \ ’/‘
Found As: //\ z !
/ \ //. 7 (,/ - !

S. Lewis ' e

Sinclair®lewis

Sinclaire Lewl

P

Also searched as:

e

e

gzint Clair Lewls

This summary

includes material

Class. & Ext. By .S.Rt@sl.(}.;}.l’_‘..

Reason - FCIM II, 1-24.2[, 2 ¢t 3.....

Cate of Review ... 2%]9R
Slag[%?

ALL TNFOEMATION CORTATNED
HERZIN 1S UNCLASSIFTED EXCEFTy
WHERE SHOWY OTHERRISE, '

obtained from a review

of g1l "See' references identified with the subject. All

references which are identical or probably identical have been

jncluded with the exception of those 1isted at the end of this
summary. The number appearing in parenthesis beneath each
iougce block 1s the search slip page number where that reference
S ound.e

-

Reviewers

B1e

Sugervisor

e Approved Z::

Pm
202y

RECORDED - ' ),

ARF TOJENE SO

2 CC: ILsplonage

Ny can
- copiES DESTROYED S
.0 @ B 1504

¢
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Main Files Summary

There are two main files on Sin
62-10623 and 65-1064L4. A review of these

i

.

clair Lewis, ie.,
files fails to reflect

that the Bureau has ever conducted any investigation on Lewis.

One of these files {62-40623) w
as a result of a telenhone call fronm
‘dentified) to the Director inquiring 1
be made to show ¥Mr. and Nrs. Sinclair Lew

as ovnened on 2-8-36

(not further
arrangements could
is and

(not identified) through the Bureau. Although arranzemants
were macde for a tour of the Bureau on 2-11-35 the appointment

was not fulfilled by them.

On October 24, 1939 Sinclair Lewis and his niece Wissy

Varcella Powers were escorted on a specia
r. L. B. Wichols.

1 tour of the Bureau by

bo

The remainger of this file contains miscellansous corre-

soonience resardinz Lewis, comments on ri
daro-2atory.

The other wmain file (65-1064L4)

The above comnlaint resu

"tholair Lewis's name was C

rovoed from the file aft

s books, but nothing

indicates that

jted in a comnlete investigation

fowever,

er the

complaint and no investirpation was conducted regarding him,

rorrelator's Note: Turing the

memorandum it was discovered that Sinclair Lewis's wife was the

well-known colnumnist Dorothy Thompson.

failed to reflect any
i Towie. &£ Y P Yot

preparation of instant

cerogatory

Iy
15Y2%

b

initial
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= Since there is no beckground inior: ation in the Burczu's
- siles on 3inclair Lewls,.ths following was tzxsn from wfhots Who
: in Zmerica, 1550-13%5 M
" "Lewis, Sinclair, author; b. 3zuk Centre, .dni., Februsry
7, 1885; s. £dwin J. (;t. Di) aad Buma (hermOut; Lewls, ns3., Yele
- University, 1907, Litt. D., 1932; marriid Grace Livingstone HeZ 2T,
Aoril 15, 19145 1 son, wo1ls (killed in Vorld War II); merried <a,
Jorothy Thom;son, Iay lq, 1628; 1 son, iichael. ro”xerly rzporier,
Tew daven Jouranal zad O urier, 3an Francisco Jhllebln, houdyl't:d
- Press, etc.; oacbes)vv=lv zsst. editor or editvor Tra ﬂvguLuJVLC Tzles,
- Volta Raview, Frederick a. otOneb Co., hdventure, Publishers!' lews-
-~ peper Sacdicats and adltar Georse W, Joran 6., TO 1916, Mem. Aa. sca
of Arts zad wetiers. Author: (novels) Cur kr. wWrena, 1714 The Trail
K of the Hawk, 1915 The Jov, 1917; the Innocents, 1517; Ffree Alr, 1919;
=% vain 3treet, 16205 2abbith, 1922, irrovsalihn, 1925; liantrap, i540;
" e Jantry, 1G27; The .an o naew Cooligge, 1928; vodsworth, 192%;
o i vicxers, 13335 It Haupen ilers, 1935;
: rroviculoraro it R Gideoa rlanish, 19433
Ss3s Timbsolzis, 5, Echaee »lavs, Ho ]
LY. 191G Jeyasier Tl v Leuds 15345 It ©
B dzre (in collaboration 1), croduced Tecerzl Thiatie, with t.e.
- comnonies, 1230; Aﬂggla Is T.anty-two {(in cclladoretion with
“pu, mToa. 00 tho TO&U, 1938-3¢, with author >laying stzy role for
cy5 in oooRivr Jujnuﬁ‘vr, smd DJoaswerth (with 3idaey
5, It Czn't nappen fdere, . 19;826,”“ntbr. short stories LO
asrize 1ﬂ litersuire, lCBO Aidress: care Random House,
Lve., New Yerx <2, N, oYLT 3
o -e:‘
L.
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nclair Lewis is not mentioned in the text

Document lo. 6 page 11
Lttachment to an unrecorded
Memorandum dated 6/14/51
from A.H. Belmont to
Supervisors in the Security
Division.

Re: "Sinclair Leuls
Security Matter - C"

Note: The G-2 documents mentioned above were furnished
on a confidential basis by the McCarran Committee. In communications
to the field this {nformation should be credited to a highly con-
fidential source of known reliability and no reference should be
made to the McCarran Committee nor should there be any indication
that the documents emanated from G-2.

DMBerar
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The Penpiin Club was originally orgeniged as a literary and
artists club. Sinclair lewls was one of the original orgarizers.

No source given
washirgton, D. ©. report
dated 4/30/23

na. "Phe Pensuin Club
O'fices ardA ctivities"
©1-3844~1

(8)
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on May 14, 1928, Dorothy Thompson (a well known
columnist) married Sinclair Lewis, whom she later (date not
indicated) divorced. They nad one son, Michael.

d S

(10)
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An article appearsd in the "gashington Star" for
8/9/1926 datelined at Atlantic City, New Jersey, entitled,

"Ran Labor Schcol as Communistic
Asks Union tec Withdraw Suppert o

-American Federaticn of Labor
£ Brookwood College." This

article listed authors, editors and publiclsts including
Sinclair Lewis, who were endorsers of Brookwopd College.

Officers of the hedica
(a branch of the North American “oru

) Eureau to Ald Spanish Democracy
+ittee to Aid Spanish Democracy)

included Sinclair Lewls as a member of the National Conmlittee.

Ko source given.

Sponsors of the Motion Picturs Artists (Spanish Aigd)
Cormittee, affiliated with the North American Comnmittee to Ald
Spanish Democracy included Sinclair Lewis. No source given.

BAM:nec

Report of Special Comnittee on
UN-American Activities, House

of Representatives, 75th Congress.
Printed 1938.

61-75682-1298 p. 566, 569

(1) -

SI D.c.m Volume 1 '/,
‘pages 262, 205, -
(1)

ST 61-9218-13

(4)
%§)61-7582-1380 p. 262

(op)
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This serisl is en undated (probably December, 1028)
announcement by the Viking Press, New York City of the publi-
cation of "The Letters of Sacco and vanzetti.® The book is
described as containing a complete record of the case of Nicola
Szcco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, the shoemaker and the fish-
peddler who were executed. The circular states that the above
volume is sponsored by an nInternational Committee" of vhich
Sinclair Lewis was & member .

Original source not indicated

61-6589-1
(8)
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- Francie iialston elsh, 20 South 15th Street, P111ene1
~ennsvlviania ., . ‘ '

on 'srch qb, 79?9, nublishe i a2 hulletin seorin”
~icers and corlittees of the irerican fociety
i~ne with nwct1c. Sinclair Te“l°' nare =20n-

t
et se a r.ember of the boox comr ittee.

i Chicaro revort 2/1/41

Te: "rericon Socletw for cultnral
relationes with speeia=I7-3"
51=0211-3L, ». 12

()

+ .
o T eource not given
] Yoc ‘neeles remort dated L/5/E1
s carrios Levig gc ramier o yorious
- , cnraed e ittesr of 0T T ohd
: i 2T
e S1-8217-302, 2. 5
o (o)
: CI-C-176
T chirrton, U.0. recort dstec

a (=
T - §/5/‘l _ )
AL _ e: "imericsn Soclietv Iovr wiltural
. 1 1

e
i .clations with .ussia, PRI
. 01=5211-110, ». &
{5 .
) S cﬂﬁfce unknown
: * {rizinal orinted paltatin

3
AAJ

dated 3/3~/ 9 centioned: ‘rmericen

‘ociety for Culturel -iel=tions
‘ with murceiz (U.S.S.R.)
miblished by rrancis alston

, .
et v L
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1930, p¢
citys
Federated Presse

ederated Press,

pblished by the F
1ewis as 2

1isted ginclair

Taken from Exhibit Noe 26
galter Se

submitted by
steele, taitor of National
Republic magazines pefore &
s 51 Commitbee to Io-
vestigale Cormuni.stic
Activities in the Ue Sey
House of Representatives
Tist Congress, second Sessions

11-25-30
62-23170-1595 P+ 295.
(5)




The Birth Control Review of June, 1930, listed L. Sinclair Lewis
as a member of the Lational Council oI the American Birth Control League

(Inc. ), 152 1iadison Avenue, lew York City.

Information taken from

~xnibit No. 13, subnitted by
walter S. Steele, Editor of
{jational Republic magazine
before a Special Committee

1o Investigate Communist
Activities in the United States,
House of representatives, Tlst
congress, second Sassion, Yovember
25, 1930.

62-23170-159 Pe 269.

(9)
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: On June 18, 19, 1930, Walter S. Steele, General Manager, National
Republic Magazine, submitted the following information before a Special
Committee for the Investigation of Communist Activities in the United States,
House of Representatives, Tist Congress, Second Sessione

#THE WORKERS LIBRARY—~300KS FOR WORKERS"
The Workers Library Publishers

wThe Norkers Library publishers exists for one purpose only--vo
serve the working class by publishing in pamphlet form, or in cheap paper-
covered editions, the Jiterature most essential to the class-conscious,
militant worker in his task of awakening, organizing, and leading the masses
in their struggles against the bosses, against the misleaders of labor, and
against the system that is at the root of exploitation, oppression, and ware

*In this catalogue w8 have listed our own publications, &s well as
selected publications of the International Publishers, the Vangiurd Press,

Chas. Ye Kerr, and other firms."

On this list under the sub-heading ®Fiction, literature, etc,®
were the following books by Sinclair lewis:

"Elmer Gantry," Sinclair Lewis, &.
mfain Street," sinclair Lewis, 75¢
"Babbit," Sinclair Lewis, 75¢
nprrowsmith,® Sinclair Lewis, 75¢

The above jnformation was taken from
sxhibit #7, submitted by Steele.

Fish Commitiee Report, Volume 2,
part 1, page 26«
(1)

MCT :nec
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An article entitled uRourgeois Tntellectuals and Communism®
by H. M. Viicks, contained in -the 1930 issue of the Fish Committee report,
reflacts that ®In a recent lssue of 'The workers! (date not stated)
Comrade ilichael Gold seis forth observations of nis own on the subject
of Anerican Intellectuals and Co.munism, and seens 1o resent the fact
that Communists are not tadmitted to full membership! in the circles of
petty bourgeois jintellectuals who contribute to the so~called liberal
me;azinss." Amony these intellectuals named by Gold were Sinclair Lewis,
Theodore Dreiser, i2lco Frank, Sharwcod fLnderson and H. L. Mencken.

Jold asserts that "These solitary artists and intellectual rebels are
unconscéious revolutionists; the communist is a conscious one, however,

and the difference is 1like that of adolescence and maturity in an
<ndividual.”

The article furtner states that WEy what sort of tortuous
reasoning the conclusion is reached that anderson, Frank, Lewis, or any
of the lesser lights of this school of bourgeois moralists anc sex
anarchists have approached even the acolescent stage of the revolution
is beyond tne comprehension of 2 Varsist®.

A :
Hearings before a Special
Comaittee To Investigate
coumunist Activities in the
U.S., of the House of
Representatives, Tlst
Congress, Second Session
6-17-30
?2;231?0—lh9, p. 367

HCTenck
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Informet%on containerd
{ source not stated

in tre Los Angeles files

reflected that a conference of the Youne

Communist Learue of the United States was held on December 12,

58 and 29, 1935, at the Y.W.C.A
despite matriotic protests. At
InAnestryal Derocracy of the Soc
Student l.easme of the Communist

.’Auditorium'in Columbus, Ohin,
this time the gtudent Leasue for
jalist Party, and the Hational
Party, amalgarated, adopting the name

"imerican Student Union" with the blessing of Earl Browder,

Sinclair Lewie and athers.

[y

Correlators note: No
thie renort ehowine anv connect
“otional Student FeReration.

N

e
e
0
3
3

ipformation wae set forth in
ian betveen thie egroun and the

Los hngeles report 2/2L/L1

Re: "Hational Student Federation:
The lational Student Federati~-n
of the United States of

imerica, 15
100-7056-u8
(A)

CH
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3, L1341, soncerning

Ain unsignel inel Adur dnted culy 3, —7%=
contained inforration ortained
vew Tork city, June

from an outside unknownh source, dated at

13, 1941.

This cource stated hg e
IS ASES
; ~ . - T INEE D
Cn January 1, 1525, = numner of writers inclu’in? 10

i ~reetin?s to the

cent congratulations anc
cuccess 1n the fallowing yeHT. Lt
red in the "Tally ‘orker™ of

4 Taa

and cinclair Lawls
Jovernment for its
+ed that this rotice annea

-

'»*laS’ stc'.
¢ ~~ L
January L, 1930.
" e-orandun for --r. *from S
red ~/13/k i
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A letter dated Janu was written 1
the Director uv PRty

Noutledav, Doran and Lomoany, Incorporate

Purlichers, Garden City, New York.

The letter stated in part, "I am sending you, under
ceparate cover, a copy of 'The Sound wagon' by T. S. Stribling,
“ulitzer Prize winning author, which rincingly substantiates
your statement. Perhaps you have already read this novel. It
is at oresent sharins hest-cellerdom in Vashington slong with
another of our oublicstions, Sinclair Lewis'! *It Can't Hapoen Here!'.
(3y the wav, if you haven't vet read the Lewis book, I'd be glad
to pass along & cooy to :you)™.

Spurce as Indicated

Re: "Douvleday, Doran and
Company, Incorporated Publichers
™ v . i3 s 1M

Garden Citv, Hew lork

Ed s, 7

52-3L50L-2

{2)

v

[
(e
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mrew Masszs ' on Page 10-11

: mhe January 14, 1936 issue of
in an article captiored ““inclalr Lewit Visits a Strike, " refl*ctnd that
Lewis regarded the Umrmant jzrizie Strike as just any other shrike and that

there was ncthing unusual about it.

Tha above article 3did rat mention
connection with the s trike.

N

O
3
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I
Q




B
This serial is an article entitled, nthat Third Partyt by Herbert
. Kerris, which apparently appearec in October, 1936 issue of wCurrent History®,
s and discusses the activities of Father Coughlin, Dr. Townsend, ReVe Gerzla L.
‘ ¥, Smith and willian Lenke. The article states, “Far less subtle and learned
¢ that Fether Coughlin, is the Rev. cerald L. K. Smith, vino gives o Sinclair
: Lewist 'It Can't Happen tere! a note of terrible ana suthentic prophecys "
Original source not stated
; 61-7560~20X
- (8)
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On December 27, 1950:m
ing the Vermon

Barre Vermont, when interviewed concern
Yarble Strike ated that.

stated that instant strike began by an un-~
at Danbey which soon spread to other plants
ematurely called at the instigation of
ulé provide no definite

authorized wa!Lou!

and he believed 1t was pr
Communists in that area although he co
information in this regarc. alleged as many as fif-
teen or twenty Commmunists or symp atnizers were at the scene of
the strike during the duration, mainly in connection with strike
relief activities, but in no way did they have any control over
the strike although they attempted to undermine the union.

_'}‘i
btﬁE recalled that Sinclair Lewls,

and cthers

e scene ol the strike. e stated that he heaa
in connection with the strike.,

were presen
never hear

-~

i

(1
ST source not stated
z%;1379-985

-+ S
Local 9L, wuarry Workers Internat- -
jonal Union, A.F. of L., West

Ruthland, Vermont.

Th-1379-1130

(1)
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In the November-DecembeT 1936 issue of the bulletin,
“Federal Theatre" Volume 2, NumbeT 2 of the Wiorks Progress
Administration was an article entitled "¥hy Not Here" DY Hellie
Flanagal, National Director in which she told why the Federal
Theatre was producing n{t Can't Happen Here" by Sinclair Lewis.

In this article Hallie Flanagan stated that the theatre
was constantly pressing for new plays of American 1ife and wanted
to do "It Can't Happen Here" for the following reasons:

1. It was a play by one of our most distinguished
fmerican writers.

5. It was a play about American 1ife today, based on
a passimate belief in American democracy.

3. The play said that when dictatorship came to
tnreaten such a 3democracy it came in an apparently
harmless guise, with parades and promises; but
that when such dictatorship arrived, the pro-
mises were not kept and ihe parade grounds became

Ly, As Americal citizens and as workers in the theatre
sponsored Ty the government of the United States,
the theatre should like to do what they could to

keep alive the "'free, enquiring, eritical spirit"

61-7551-2-1
()

AMH: jar
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A circular bearing the date Jaruary-December, 1937,
with the title, "Medical Bureau To ald Spanish Democracy,"
1ssued from 381 Fourth Avenue, Néw York City, stated that this
ocrganization had furnished hospitals, nurses, and ambulances,

: and that the writers, artists, screen and stage workers had been
.- most active in securing medical aid for an heroic people.

Ameng the names which appeared as members of the
liational Committee of the Medical Eureau to aid Spenish Democracy
was Sinclair Lewis. Source not stated.

Los Angeles Report 3-12-41
Re:"North American Spanish
Aid Committee: (North American
. committees to Aid Spanish
- Democracy): (Medical Bureau
to Lid Spanish Democracy
Is-C"
L 100-7058-50
o (6)
' SI—lOO—?OSB—E?
(3)
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The May 10, 1937, issué of the New York Times carried

an advertisement which wes-an aopeal to the readers for contributions,
to purchase medical supolies which would go to the American Base
Hospital outside Madrid. In this advertisement was a list of some

of the sponsors who had already helped. The name of Sinclair

Lewis appeared on this list.

61-7551-1L9712
(&)

£Hcmm
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mhe Sureau récsived a report dated June 23,

. which contained the nanes and ad
beet known writers in this country. Thie
tained from a ilew York editor. The name 0
“‘oodend Lane, bronxville, wew York,

1937, from
arecces of sore of the
1ist of names W=E OL=-
£ Sinclzir Lewis, 17

aoveared on this lict.

61-7566-538

(4)

A1t emi

Correlator's Note: The significance of this list

~e

is unknown.
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The News of the World, "A Journal in Defense of
imerican Democracy” for November 19, 1937, published at
Hollywood, California by the Hollywood #nti-Nazi Lezgue stated:
"Msith the most l.iposing sponsor 1ist to grace a campaign in tiis
region, the Notlen Picture Artists Committee this week made
preparation for a Iuwge !'Christmas Cpive for Spanish Children.
The name of Sinclair Lewls appeared on the 1ist of national sp-
onsors along with that of Judge Robert W. Kenney (kational
Presicent of National Lawyers Guild in 1943).

Los ingeles report 3/5/43

t it

o

(7)

AMH:nec




i
e

T W
i ¥ IRVE AN
‘ od & .

O
i

Y

S -V SV IS




‘ . ] 6

:
-
.
“
. s mroaa
-t CZ s
o
'
4
e

N
o8



=C:cmm

Confidential I

nformant




o LAL-T

FR .
Sibles 2 A S

PR

The Debruary ?h, 132, jssue of the "Peonles 'orld’!
carried an ariicle entitled, "vinclzair Lewis Praises -1t Jife.
The srticie steted, "Tincl lr Lewis hed a word ol pr=zice tcasy
“or his wife, colusnict orothv “hompeon, =nd a verbal sle»n for
tre Serman ,Werlcnﬂ sunA

Lewis declared hie »ride in the action of hie wife in
neekline mund leader fritz fuhn et a iazi weetins last nisght in
e Tork.

Said Leris, "ihese ge ﬁ"°ter¢ are trvl - to cor:u~t
‘warics. =+t is actounding thst esuch res=*inge 7 re veriitted iu
thie country. hat will henoen 1ext°'

61-7550-172142,
“ecvles or.d cated 2/02 0
4 \L) .
P00t Lo

[N}
S~
[N
Y
.
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-
'
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f? Durine tre testimonv of Alexander Trachtenberg,

‘ Secretary and Treasurer, International Punriichers, riven

- Ceptemher 13, 1039 at the hearinese hefore the Special Comm=
itiee on Un-smerican Activities, House of Representatives,
the question came ub abcut rovalties paid by Buesia to Emer-

- ican writers. He ctzter there were nlentv of tmerican zuthors
who never received any royalties from Russia. Trachtenberg sug-
gested "if von will nsk Sinclair Lewis he w'l] te1l vou thev
owe him millinns of Apllars, and there are -other authors that
the purlishers never vald A cent.."

o Hesrines “efore a Snecial
Committee on Un-American
Letivities, House of fepre-
sentatives, 76th Congress, First

- ) Session Valume 7 P. 1.4.88’7,

- L860.  Printed, 1939

. 217582 (Diee Comimmitise 5,
2 (1)
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“Hivann fyrae
Snines Sitv, Flerida,

The lottewr g+ﬂ‘aA +ks+ fhn Taesl Aramatin orovn AF +the
Ysinac O3 Community ! 19vpre, h?C’
“aAd nHaAnTpA an”d hrerun Yo wp%p:ﬂcp the ul“01dlr Lanﬂc nYasr Lt
Con'+ lanmen Here', to e produced sometime in nveM*er, 1929,

N\,

-
lininee Caear Commnnﬁ+v rla-ere,

1

b] 1’;

_ ctzted that a United Press release in the o B
morning newsdaners (nro-arly Septemoer 25, 1039) requestec all
civic and ?usiress enterorises to refrain from any actions which
»izht e inflar ‘tory in nature anid affectinz the attitudes of the
“merican p°oole rezarcing neutrality regquested the
Tyreau to comment recarding the nroduction oz the ﬂlav in the light
of the atove sug-esticns.

+-or dated Cctobher 9, 1939, from the
eference to the atove Wetter, cstated
r

syrean to R

that as a matter of Depa2 t~ental nclicy, comment uoon the »roduction
of the Sinclair Lewis pvlav "It .0en't Hapopen Here” conls not bte
made.
Source as statced
Ne: "Hich School
Haines Citv, Florida"
24-1-13202-
(L)
TAllicmm
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TRH

stated, ro date given, by Sinclair lewis that

T+ was recently

1

Source not jgentified. ,
vemo dated 10/27/39 from Tdward 4.

Tamm for the file

Ze: "General Lctivities of Comminist
Party."

£1-7559~5199x

(6)
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The Mjashington Postm of December 2, 1939, contained the fourth of
a series of articles on "The Collapse of American Comaunism" by Benjamin
Stoloerg. This article, entitled nTnnocent Front? stated that on August
1k, 1939, the Commnist "Daily Torker! announced that "more than LOO leaders
of American thought, renowned scientists, authors and teachers had signed an
¢Jpen Letter to 2ll Supporters of Democracy and Peace¥, in which they
protested against calling the Soviet Union a totalitarian state.®

The "Qpen Letter® was provoked by the formation of the Committee
for Cultural Freedom, which had been formed for the sole purpose of opposing
all forms of totalitarian interference in.the cultural life of America.
tmong its members were members of various cultural groups, including Sinclair
Lewis.

The author goes on to state that he cited the "Open Letter® men-
tionad above to illustrate the extent to vhich some leaders in American
thought continued uncritically to consider the Stalin regime as representa-
tive of a great democratic social ravolution until the very day of its open
alliance with Naziism. He stated that it was this naive attitude of many
professional people wnich made it possible for the Stalinists to permeate
American cultural life under cover of a liberal . front azainst Fascism.

Such men as Sinclair Lewis, turned a_ainst the Stalin regime when its Fascist

nature becane evident.

61-7559-6642X
(6)
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Tam~ dated 6/15/40

recoriing televhone
Conversation SAC Sackett
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“emorandum fror q
to lr. B. f. Tarm dated 12/28/L0

Re:

ST ~1ind «emo dated 4/18/41 K
Ee: .

o) _

SI Highlv Confidential Source

“os .nreles report dated 11/18/42
Re: ‘
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Memo, to D.M. Ladd * -
dated 8-20-46
Re: "Communist Party of Germany,

gelra; The Socialist Unity Party,

i l v

=3 I5-C & R"
64-200-232-169 p. 30
(5)
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on January 25, 191, a publication ¥nown as %The Hour" reported
an anti-Semitic book entitled “The Cctopus! and reviewed it as discussing .
nthe great Jewish conspiracy to rob gentiles of a1l American Constitutional
Eights.® "The Hour" set out the author's nane 2s Reverend Frank iicodruff
Johnson.
It was further claimed that the book was actually written by Yrse.

£lizabeth rillingk, whose best known work, "The Red Network" included the
nane of Sinclair Lewls ipn its catalogue of American Bolsheviks. Tt was stated
that this is the same l's. Diliing s&id to have been arrested in Hashington

on charges of disorderly conduct, after the ®Crusade of Nothers" which she

led became unruly and that for purposes of hiding her identity, Yrs. Dilling
arranged with Charles B. Hudson, editor of the reported Fascist weekly,
npmerica in Dynger®, puplishers headguariers, 230l Fontenelle Boulevard,
Omaha, liebraska, for the distribution of her latest work.

Information received at Bureau
from an Unknown OCutside Source.
Rlind Memorandum dated 5/3/L1.

NCT:NCK




Can
o "
[y

oo 2T

’

e

JEPISUE S UL R

ts

o
o o ——
oo b .o

- -
»

+

' ERLTE I
2 .,u;....i'xv.:t:i RN

. | . 171

On 1-31-Ll, Sinclair Lewis telephonically communicated with Asst.
Director Tracy, from Jacksonville, Florida, and advised he (Lewis) desired
to report to the F3I a matter concerninz gaubling and thievery on which
Jocal zuthorities were taking no action. He wanted to get in touch with an

FBI 2zent in that vicinity.
ir. Tracy explained the FBI'S lack of jurisdiction unless a

Pederal Statute was involved. Lewdls also expressed his affection for the
Director and Asst. Lirector Nichols, who had arranged a tour for him through

the Bureau.

Asst. Director Rosen instructed the liami office to have an agent
personally contact Lewls.

Source: As indicated

vemos to Lirector 1=-31-l1 and
2-1-l1

62~32802~20

(6)
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On Merch 5, 1941, the Bureau received, what appeared
to be, an open letter on the letterhead of "Clifton Fadiman-
Sinclair Lewis-Carl Van Doren-ilexander Woollcott, Forty-One
Fast Fifty-Seventh Street, New York." This letter was dated
February 25, 1941, and signed in ink with the initials "C. Fe,

t

So L., Co Vo Dc, and Ao W.

It enclosed a circular (4 pages) on which the photo-
graphs of the four men mentioned above were printed. The
message on the cover of this circular recited "Now these famous
men of books will help you to discover some of the Best Already-

Published Books for only ¢l. per copy."

A review of this circular reveals a plan to form
"The Readers Club" whereby better and more expensive books
would be made available to its members for one dollar per
copy. These books ‘bzikE reviewed and approved by a committee
of four namely, Carl Van Doren, Chairman, Clifton Fadiman,

flexander Woollcott @nd Sincleir Lewis,

Source not given
%235—19052X
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mong others on the Internstional
Sinclair Lewis,

C. L. @ate: The ahovsy mermorandume appeared to have been

prevared upor the request of the Inter~Departmental Committee

on Political Refupees for nare - checks on in L
cornecticn with their apolication for a visa. ’
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J On November 22, 1941,“\!—.%
B m\qas interviewed by a bureau Agent alG She 1n- el
S ormed nim she ha received a letter fror under

date of November 10 1941 in which_cshe stated
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Los Angeles Report
dated 12-1-41

(3)
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New szk Letter to the Director
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On July 17, 1942, the Pimingham 0ffice received two letters with
two enclosed pamphlets, in each an application purporting to advertise and
solicit membership in the npeader's Club®. Since the letters were addressed
to the fictitious names used by the pureau for the subscriptions, it appeared
that the publication "In Facti" furnished a mailing list to nThe Reader's Club".

From a review of these pamphlets, it appeared that "The Reader!'s
Club® would be similar in operation to the well-knovn "Book of the Yonth
Club®. The Comittee Gesiznated to select the books that were to be made
available to the members of the club included Sinclair Lewis.

It was cetermined that George Seldes was the editor of "In Fact*®.

Pirmingham Letter to the Director

8/18/L2
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Photostatic muterial concerning the Brookwood Collepe obtained by

the V.eshincton Field Office from
ves enclosed with & memorandum duted October 3, 1945 from
r to Nr. This materiel was forverded to the

Bureau by letter from the Viashington Field Office dated August 27, 1942.

Included in this material, was & 1ist of the endorsers of Brookwood,
a Communist College.  The name "of Sincleir Lewis appeared on this list under
the hesding, “authors, Egitors, &nd Publicists®. '

remorendun from ir. R to 1:-‘1‘.— e
duted October 3, 1942

Ze: "Broowood College?

100-6052-2
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2 In a memorandum dated October 16, 1942 from.
to !ir photostatic material concerning

obtained by the Washincton Field Office from the filés o
and forwarded to the Bureau etier

¥
: from the Vieshington Field Office dated August 27, 1942 was enclosed. In-
= cluded in this materisl was informstion taken from "Ihe Arbitrator?, Februsry

1934 showing the members of the y
The neme of Sincleir Lewis sppeared on this list.

¥emorandum for v_r-’rom Mr. S

' -De.ted October 16, 1942 -
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By teletype dated November 13, 1942, the Baltimore office advised
that twenty-seven books taken from the Ships Library of the Fortuguese
Steamship Carvalho Araujo, were wanted by the Technical Laboratory for

exanination purposess

~ . O
books were obtained throuzh 2,
“of the Customs Office in viashingten, Wwho n il
acvised that the Bureau may have the books for & period of three weeks.

Oone of the books listed was "ifantrap" by sinclair Levis.

W.F.0. letter, 11A7/L2

Re: MUnknowm Subjects, Portuguese
Steamship Carvalho Araujo.”
100-155L14=2

(1)
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Tn connection with a loyally jnvestigatinn dated January 4, 1949, Bl
a Devartment of Arm appointee, it was

Sonfidential Informant

. Y s-. who viewed the |-/
booklets and phamplsts as vell as the

correspondence mentioned above.
ed L/4/49

Little Rock report dat
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Los Angeles. Report dated 2/18/43
Re: "Communist Infiltration of the fotion
Picture Indusiry Is-C."

100-138754-4 p.1i4
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- Confidential Sources\

P b Source NN Bureau igents)
: Los kngeles report 7/16/L3
Re: "Socialist ‘Vorkers Ferty,
Los Angeles Field Jivision, IS-%7
B 100-15-27-11
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) In the Sioux Cit, lowa, Journal, under date of June 30,
tive to 2 meetine reld wefore

1343, there zooeared an »rticle rels ,

the howe Slub Toterrationszl. OUne of the emeakers 2t the club
wee atr. -orling, who natle the rerark, "The United Tations nee’
weve no feor of Tussials conruct after the war. Tueeic hee boen
o-¢ 311 continue to he A Tovzl =11v. ™
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Los inceles renort dated 10/13/#%7(
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t corntacted MGH Studios
lo:ed by that studio
wis appeared on this

In this connection & Rureau Agen
and obtained a list of writers who were emp
on August 1, 1943. The name of Sinclair Le

list.

Los Angsles Report 8/25/43
Re:" Communist Infiltration

of the Motion Plcture Industries
I.S. - C"

. 160~138754-21
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St. Paul Report dated 7-29-44
Re: "The Political Action
Committee of the CIO, et al;
War “ebor Disputes Act (Pederal .
Corrupt Practices Act) Hatch Act.®
101-1705-10, p. 11 "
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. This reference is "SI to snformation contained in 101-1705-10,
= page 113 which appears on page 61 of this correlation SUMMATY «
»

' 57-407-280
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Atlanta, Ca.
dzted 2 24/50
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Records of G-2 ~hird army ares,

Ltlanta report
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mstated that on Thursday, September
21, 1944, a rally was held at Cadison Square Garden sponsored by

Independent Voters Committee of the Arts and Sciences for Zoosevelt.

At this meeting Sinclair Lewis was reported to have criticizec
T Thomas E. Dewey (presidential candidate), saying that despite
o Roosevelt being referred to as a tired old man, Roosevelt had
accomplished more in one rmonth than Dewev could do in a year. He
said that he believed that the re~son inston Churchill and

E Joseph Stalin were such sincere friends of imerica was becaure of
o President Rocsevelt.
B New York memo to the Director
ok 3 16 I+8 ‘D)‘
) b1
bId

(3)

t=3
(@]

cmm




.\-
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) cimeleir levis o onE® Yer oF the ook Corittee of the
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The sorine &F 1944 catalog of the Thil de]0ﬂ1¢ Tchool

of “ocial fcience and ~rt located at 1704 “alnut Street,

ihl¢mue1ﬂk iz, -‘a. {(Cormunist dominated) lirsted the courses dy
L1 Zee}!

todiCﬂ‘ heqéiﬂ:s. Under the hesding "The .rte’ wars listed

Criticisr in uontemoorqrv I.iteratyre.
BhLib2, 1P L (S

‘hiledeloniz renort dated &/8/45
te: "The ‘hiladelnni- cheol of
coeinl ‘cience and rt, oka, Xhe
:hi}v’eWGHiﬂ f¢rool of Tocial
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From an unidentified source the Bureau received
(date not indicated, probably February, 1945) the following
typewritten communication: ‘

"Hollywood,'California
New York City

Committee of Arts and Sciences
Office - Hotel Astor :
Iew York City

We are not géing to say that every person on this
1ist is a Communist (Lio. 3) but we do say that the entire out-
fit are hooked up with the real red leaders that make up this

High Toned Red Group.

There is no doubt that quite a few of the stars listed
nere have had to sign up under the pressure of some of the Film
Company Executives who have embraced Communism in a secret manner."

This list of nemes included a number of prominent
persons among whom was Sinclair Lewise.

!
The following is a quoted explanation of a second
list of names:

nThe doubtful ones we list are either playing with
fire or have signed up under pressure with the fear of losing
the nice fat pay checks."

The name of Sinclair Lewls also appeared on this list.
Following this list was the following explanation:

uThe last 1list given here will get the benefit of the
doubt, but the rest of the nob are in Communism up to thelr ears.
Sure they act respectable but over a period of two to six years
the performances and actlons of a vast number of thils Mov have
been such that they are the money crowd for the Karl Marx move-
ment. Call it by any name you desire still they support red
grou-pays in heavy money and make red pests of themselves in

many ways."

100-338892-1
(.-?)r:'.t-‘.f"
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stated thal
, was a formunist Party sympabhizer. s
sssigned Sinclair Lewis' #Babbit™ to his cless y

a
roiece® for racding.

Yznsas City report

dated 2/17/45 ey
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i s, A, erticle entitled ".Tere e Teonie Lviposiu
i $9 the O 3v 1434, isrua of Trpernetional Literature’', an crean

0 the Tnter -iincust o dnicn 0f ifevolutioncry wrilers aubliched

: in | 0SCov, wiedo WIS wrefaced v the etitor with the stztenent;

. n0n the occasicm of the foviet ~riters Jonrrecs t:e secre-

: tarizt of the IV ad'reCPeA three cuestions to »rorinent

cpiters in 2 pumter of nuntr ec. '“he ouestions were:
1. “hat influence h2os the (ctoher T“evoh*tlcn ha c unon

e oy vory?
: o, Lol S0 vou tnink of foviet litersture”

) 3. DYoot c interect you most st this tirme?
N talov we orecent tne answers of a nu~-er of “rericen and

: a~lich writers. in the rext iecve we will orint the
- ~rewere of vriters frow France and —enrark, to be folloved
e v letters from othar conntries —-=-- b‘:‘or."

Y iterzrv ditor of "lew A"CSEF”, 1CL5)
: wrote that he hel Tern VETY enthmsizetic '001t the revolution

i fror the ctart - h ins svectato: Yo etzted at that

+iwe he hod core to nato the societv in which he lived, as the

viecle "“ner.flo" nated it. ‘le set forth the =sititudes of ceveral

nrominent peovl concerning thie scclety among vhpM waes Sincleir

1T

_( Lewis., CF 10\15 he raid:
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finclair Tewis believed that reducins idealized
~;rerican tyoes to absurdiity would drav atteh irn to the artist
as corerody it would be hes1lthy to imitate.”

: 7
i.ehorandun tow
Fron UGG S/ 27/
100-3351902=7
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In a Military Intelligence Report dated October 6,
1945, to October 13, 1945, under the sub-heading npro-Fascist™
it was stated that derald L. K. Smith (alleged Pro-Fascist
spoke in Kiel Auditar@jm, St. Louis, Missouri on October 4, 1945.
During Smith's talk hé took verbal pot-shotls at Presgdent
Roosevelt, Josef Stalin, Sinclair Lewis and others. e
pictured nimself as going from city to city, foiling Communists
and international plotters.

%.1.5. Omaha, Nebraska From Ccet,
16,1945 _to Oct. 13, 1945. ~
Weeklv Pummary of Intelligence
Information

100-7660-3414
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New York Memorandum to the

Dirgctor 3-20-46

Re: National Conference,
D. C., April 5-7, 1946n
100-344437-5

(5)
ST-100-338692-Lk
(L)
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#ashington, Y. ©. NI Summary

dated 1/12/47
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The Federal Council of Churches sent out questionnaires
"To Delegates and Consultants attending the Pittsburgh Conference
on the Church and Economic Life, called by the Federal Council of
Churches," and with these questionnaires was a letter signed by
David E. Thomas 409 Prospect Street, New Haven, Connecticut.

_ In this letter he stated that Sinclair Lewis once Te-
gelved a questionnaire asking him which medium he usually used
in writing - pen, pencil, fountain pen, or typewriter - and why?

To this Lewis replied:

"My dear Mr. M. :

I cannot tell you how happy your letter -- vhich 1
judge to have been mimeographed -~ has made me. A11 day long
I've been wondering if I couldn't find something to write about.
Day after day I just sit around hoping that some kind friend
will write to me so that I can keep busy. And now you have made
me busy. You will never know how busy. First I went out and
kicked a cat and then I sat down in the sunshine of my little
villa, here at Palm Beach, and thought Low glad I was thal you
had not enclcsed a stagmped and self-addressed envelope. If you
hz@ done that it would have shown a lack of trust in my longing
to contribute to that department of Sociology which deals with
the mediums -- or would you rather I said Media? -- used in
writing, a subject certainly of the first importance.

The fact is I always use a No. 10 brush and red paint.
1yith these I vaint my thoughts on the side of a barn.

Yours sincerely,
Sinclair Lewis"

In conclusion>Thomas stated .that this quéstionnaire
was being circulated as part of an independent study of the
Pittsburgh Conference being conducted by a graduate student in

Y=le University.

( Copy of original question-

naire and letter dated 3/21/47)

No source stated.
%o?-50869—55
9
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Tals serial is a paupalet entitled, mionthly Swmary of Trends and
Developments,® dated June 1947 published by the National Headquarters of the
American Legion, Indianapolis, Incdiana. This summary contains information
concerning the Youth Festival to be held at Prague, Czechoslovakia during
the swmer of 1947 which was to be attended by about 500 young Americans.
1t states that the "New York Vorld Telegran® (no date given) claimed that
sinclair Lewis and others, either contributed financially to help defray the
delegates! expenses, estinated at $700 apiece, or sponsored the festival.

According to this pamphlet the World Federation of Democratic
Youth whnich was sponsoring this festival. was one of three organizations
carrying out the work of the Comintern, ostensibly dissolved in May 1943.

The National Americanism Commission
Sub-Comaittee on Subversive Activities.
The American Legion National Head-
quarters, Indianapolis, Indiana.
9L~1~17998-331

(2)
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The Georegia Tribtune of June 5, 1947, carried an
editorial entitled "~ho Fears Communiem in -<merica", The
Georeia Tribune is published by Parson Jack “ohnston in
Columbue, Georgia. <The editorial mentioned above stated in
nart, "ie have all corts of veople in ~merice. J., Bdgar focver
caid sn not long ago and certainlv he was right. it 1s
ctrance indeed that, after so many timely warnings, ancd coming
too, from such prominent men, and from such sources, we still
heve those among us (in everv community) who continue to
follow 'Trother Sinclair Levis' in his words of wisdom, when he
said, tIt Can't ilapven iHered by the way Tirother Lewis' has
written another TAovel'~-ovurely 'fictitious' and he is
hendinz every effort to lend what little ascistance possible
to the € roaizn beine waged by our northern 'friends' who
seern to feel now that '/'iserv loves corvany', and would
like to see the scuth ret ¥nto as big a twist as the North has
been {andé ie) for all thece vezrs.”

“tlanta Letter to Zirdctor
dated 8/19/47 N

6/5/L7, entitled "who Fears
Communiem in ‘merica.”
9L-38231-1

(9)
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nfne World Telegram" dated June 6, 1947 carried an
article by Frederick Woltman entitled, "Big Name Non-Commies
Koped in By U. S. Reds to Aild Youth Rally." According to this ar-
ticle, "Theworld Youth Festival," in Prague that summer would
rally young pecsie frem &6 nati.ns. This irticle stated that
such prcminent writers as Sinclair Lewis and others who contrib-
uted were held out as

100-165067-A
(7)
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Re: "Jashingt
Association,
100-24699-10
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"The Boston Chronicle™ of August 16, 1947, carried an
article which stated that Reverend Rembert Stokes reviewed
current heet sellers, among which wes "Kinzenload Royal" by
Sinclair Lewis, in Temple Ierael, Hull, ass. (date not stated)
The program was sponsored by the American Jewish Congress.

Boston Revort h-26-h8

(3)
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W.F.0. Report  dated 3/27/48 "

Re: M™jiashington Bookshop Assogtation,
Successor to the Bookshopwassociation, aka;
washington Coopsrative Bookshop, IS-CT
100-24699-207

(5)
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Boston Memorand

Director Dated 12-6-47
Re: Progressive Citizens
of American I18-C
100-338892-275
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ig On December 1 Confidential Informant

a ¥5733

g Poston Report 8-2-48

- Re: "Samuel Adams School

o (Peonles School for Social .
Studies) Etoston, Mass,  IS-C™"
100-336131-24 p.8

s (3)
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iy Boston Report dated 1-14-48
Re: "Committee of One Thousand
. 150!

4 , 100-353406-4
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Gn Januarvy 22, 1948, the Ilew York "oun® carried an article

entitled, "Secret Plens Laid for Drive to Attack Thomes Committee.”
T+ wes stated that plans had been comoleted in secret for

the campaign of a new orgsnizaticn designed to attack the Thomes

cormittee on Un-imerican activities with a nation wide high

sreceure campairn., The organization, headed bv Dr. Harlow Shapley,

.y

arvard astronomer, wes to be known as the mmittee of one Thousand.”

Two weeks before at a meetinz in New York a telegram was
cent te a numter of orominent versons from the Centurv Club in iew
York. It was sisned bw Shaplev and asked thecse oublic fipures to
i0in the Jommittee of one Thousand in confucting Mg Aisnified erfuc-tion-
21 and lecislative czmozien calline on ell imericans who likewise
would safesusrd our trocditional freedons to dipin with us® in eliminatin;
the Thomae Somrittes. rons those to vhom the telesrar was sent was

Siviclair _ewis,
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on January 30, 1948, +he Washington Daily News' published an
article by Tom Donnelly concerning the Jfotion picture "Cass Timberlane®,
from the novel of the same nanme by Sinclair Lewis.

9li=8-6L=A
(2)
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On January 31, 1948, the Los Angeles Office forwarded
to the Bureau, among other enclosures, a flier entitled "The
Scourge of Bigotry" put out by the "Friends of Democracy",

137 E. 57th Ste N. Y., No Y. This flier solicits orders for
autograpned copies of nThe Plotters" a recent book by John Ray
Carlson. "The Friends of Democracy" was described as a non-
partisan, non-sectarian, non-profit organization supported by
voluntary contributions, and founded by Dr. L. M. Birkhead

who was described in the flier as a dominant figure for forty
years in the struggle to preserve democracys This organization
allegedly fights native fascist groups, Communists and other
enexies of democracye

The flier was commendatory toward Carlson's book
and his other writings and stated attempts to suppress truth
as brought out by such writers as Carlson through “smears and
nuisznce 1ibel suits are futile®. It further states:

vifter Carlson, men like Ellis Arnall, former
Governor of Georgiay and O. John Rogge, former assistant to
the Attorney General and other fighting Americans will raise
their voices against charlatans posing as patriots. The
chain of crusading Americans 1s as endless as the tides.
Laura Z. Hobson (Gentleman's Agreement) and Sinclailr Lewis
(Kingsblood Royal) are the latest recruits.”

Source: As indicated
100-28165-311-Encl.
Not indexed
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New York report, 5/6/48
Res: "Comnunist Party-USA,
100-3-2557 p. 120, 121.
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Faermers Educailonal &n
on Hey 26, 1948 cerrie
4 commeni stated t
who £ound himself married int
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The "fontena Farmers News,™ an officiel peper of the National

d Cooperative Union of smerica (Communist infiltrated),
4 s short review of Sinclelr Lewis' book "Kingsblooad
het this book dealt with the problem of & man

o 2 minority group.

Cther articlés in this issue dealt with racial problems which
low the Communistic Party line.

Butte Report Gated 7/22/49 .

Re: ®Communist Infiltration in The
National Fermers' Educaticnal and
Cooperztive Union of Americe

Oklahoma The National Farmers' Union,
Fermers' Union; Is-Of

100-45768=-81 p. 27
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Confidential Irformant

b

Chicago Memorandum to the
Director ~ 7-15-L48

Re: "Communist Party, U,S.4A.
Pamphlets and Publications
100-3-86-504 p. 1
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On October 25, 1948, the Bureau received a report dat
8, 1948, from the Sta
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: Crime Survey Report dated 10/15/L8
Enclosed with oston letter dated
: 11/9/18.
: Re: ®Crime Survey, Soston Field
: Division®.
—_ 62-751L47-5-5k p. 56-
g (2)
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_ Philadenhia report 1/11/50
. Re: "Progressive Dookshop,akaj
2 Locust Street. Bookshop
s Is-on
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In the Aoril, 1040, issue of "Masses and Mainstream"
Richard O, Boyer (cel1f acdmitted Cgrrmunist) reviewed 2 bhook in
the "“ooks on Review" section entitled "The God Seeker" by
Sinclair Lewis,

.+ York 8-16"14'9
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Cn or about 5, 1242, unidentifiable material was
csent to the Director by er L.inchell. 4 hand written notation
on the first page rezs, fGoover", and a notation on the ‘'second
vage rezd, ".hose money is behind 1t?" et

Thie material sets forth information taken from a speech
~iven bv ilexzrnder rafeev, General Secretarv of Soviet Writers. <t
wae made before the Mlorld Congrers of Leaders of Culture in e -
fense of “eace," which met in Vroslav, Poland, 2uzust 1948, Fadeev,
in his epeech, as ouhliched in the ~uzust 19L& issue of "Fravda”

(Tuseian noorsvaver) made a bitter attack rgainst the United States.

“e mentioned several ‘merican writers as reactionaries and atterpted
to identifv Sinclair Tewis with Soviet aims and purposes.

adeev ocuoted aoorovingly, and with the suggestion that
t te Soviet vractices, the fcllowins statement from Sincleair
ewis, "'n artist or a,scientist must know and loudlv declare
whether he stonds on the side of tvranny, cruelty, and mechanical
oredience, or on the side of the peoole, of all the peovle."
"hen given an opportunitv to read the fade~v address, lir. Lewis
acknowledred the substantial correctness of the auotation and then
added: "Eut, of course, it nlaces me not as standing for the Soviet
Union and its hvsterical cuﬁ%ade but against it and its' tyranny and
mechanical obedienceA"

100-355137-L405
(2)

YiTo s crmm




e v ey
s Ci0

(1)

York renort

K¢



b e

SE%'

The Third Quarterly Index (19L9) of the Current Digest of the
Soviet rress, covered material from the Soviet press from July 1, 19L9 to
September 23, 1949, as translated in the nCurrent Digest®, Volume 1,
famber 27, 293 as published in Znglish language Soviet periodicals, July
1—5eptember 30, 19493 and Soviet press materials translated in "Soviet
Fress Translaticns®, Vol. I, Numbers 13-16, 19L9.

The following is quoted from this indexs

niewis, sinclair
T.o forms of the Tamily and two concepuions of morality
1:33, 3-10 CK, 16000ca®

According to the key to this index the above guote 1s explained
as follows:

Sinclair Levwis wrcte an article entitled, "Two Forms of The
1ily, M anc wio Nonceptions of 1orality", arhich appeared in the Current
Ligest oi ine Goviet Press, Volume number 1, icsue 33, pages 3 through 10
1gven from the Oktyabr (Cetober), a literary -monthly; length in the
condensed text was 16000 “werds, vritten in the exact language of the
original, but with omissions.
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iemo to Fe Je Eaumgariner from
P. J. Burke dated 3-23-50
Re: “Current Digest of the Soviet

rresst
100—359325—15 Mmkf.zc;
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the Inspector General,
report dated 1/2L/50

By letter dated

t

February 6, 1950, the offi
t of the Air Force,

Departmen

(6)
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ce of Special Investigations,
forwarded to the Bureau &
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Confidentig}»quorm

Lt mimed il

Detroit repor
dated 5/19/51

non

Re: "Federated Press; IS-C
100-22025-145
(10)
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' Oﬂice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : y,-, A, H. Belmon f }/ COWENT' DATE: October 9, 1951
FROM : ypr, C, E. Hennrtc /\ A1 !NFO MAT"‘ ‘ (\()M"EM:N[

SUBJECT: SINCLAIR'LEWIS, aka S;nclatre Leuns ”"C'N' P "‘:ml
SECURITY MATTER - C DAT i Y Y

PURPOSE ¢
Tele, hoow
To secure your approval for referral of ————

correlation summary on captioned subject to the Internal
Security Section to determine wh ether any investigation
or other action is8 warranted in subject's case.

DETAILS: 5{,__4.,,_ e

J(G)In view of the
volumous references on Sinclair Lewis & correlation.summary
was requested at the time the Sorge brief was originally

submitted. The Correlation Section subnitted a correlation

summary under date of 8/22/51. Copies of this summary
are attached, :

HTTEIN 1S UNCLASSTFIED EXCEP?

ALL TNFORMATION CONTAINED
" {ERE SHOWN OTHERWISE.

The correlation summary has been reviewed and
is found to contain no information indicating that
Sinclair Lewis has been involved in espionage activities
or that any current espionage tnvestigation is warranted.

NValddv7 4
: OADR
/Z/g_p

An insert for the Sorge brief has been prepared

by the Espionage Section, A copy of this insert is attached
for the information of the Internal Security Unit. ’é

Classified by
Declassny/

RECOMMENDATION:
ﬁ/ It is recommended that this correlation summary
be transmitted to the Internal Security Section for the
& follomng action:
™
’ i\?.) 1. A determination by the Internal Security Section

as to whethe r the current investigation of &
d‘ security matter on Sinclair Lewis i3 warranteds

Attachment - ‘ &2 L/O é; 3 //3
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2.

3.

Consideration of dissemination of auailable
information to the Depariment and the Field.

Preparation of any future revisions necessary for
the Sorge brief insert.
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/) SAC, Few York Octo
Director, FOI

SI0CLATN LTS, aka
gincraire Lewis
Cnproyay s -
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o NTIAL
Eere 4 ASS i SIKCLAIR LEFIS, sks
m'l' iy ;1 ’ ng\@sg)ﬂuﬂnclctu Lewtis

According to "FAo's Who tm 4merica,” 1950-81,
Lewis was borm February 7, 1885, Scul Ceatre, ¥innesots.
Ji The only cdiress for Lewis carried tn this publfcction {e@

TW' CONTAINED CONF)

cemr e

¢/e Bandom House, New York, New York, On kay 14, 1928
Lewis narried Dorothy Thompaon, well known coluxnist. Bureou
N JSiles reflect trot Sinclair Lewis ond Dorodhy Thompson 6re
diveorced; hovever, mo date for this divorce ie ovcilobles,
- Pursgu siles do mot reflect thet Sinclatr Lewie khos held
? §\ any employment with the United Stctes goverazenrt,

i review of Burecu files discloses that ®o actusl

2 SQ fnpegtige tion hos ever Deex conducted by the Burecu relative
S to Sirncletr Lewis ; howevsr, tnforrction evailable reflects

§‘ thct the nane Sinclaoir Lewls appecred on a letteriead oS

> t+e Korth Americon Comritiee to Aid Spenish Democracy 83 of

S February 18, 1938 uncer the ¥riters ond drtists Cornittee

g er this organization, The Korth Americci Committee to

Aid Srartish Lemocracy hos beem listed by t.e Attorney General

as within the purviec of Executive Order 9835.

Conmritiee of the Kedtcal Burecu to 4id Sporish Lewrocrccyy ©

E Sinelcir Lecis ®Gs €lso & wsmber o] the Notional
(&)
5

g sponsor of the Votion Picture Artigts Commitice; @ menber
<Eg5 . 8nd corregpondent of Jedercied Fress} and G mewber of the
Sé’,_:*' Srrnderendent Citizens Coxmittee oy the Arts Sciences, and
8%
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Frofessiorns, 411 of the orgcnirstions centioned i tht s
peragraph have beern cited o8 Coa=uniet Sroat organizations
by the Eouse Commitiee OF Un-izericen Activities. Our files
furtrer reflect thai Sinclatr Lewis s ¢ member of tie
irericcn Society for Cultural Relations with Bugsic which
kcs been cited as & Communist front orgoniration by t.e
celifornic Cexmittee oR Un-izertcon Lctivities.
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= OQur ftles fatled to reflect t.atl Sinclair Lewis
hae leen interviewed by the Bureau; howsver OR October 24,

- 1939 Sinclatr Lewis wos Gfforded & special tour through the

Conet r8I oad om Janudry 31, 1941, Sincleir Lexis reported :
o certcia inforzation to tis FBI relative o goebling §n the
S victatty of Jackeonville, Zlorida. oL a
recy ) et o
- e The naze of Sincloir Lewis does not copear in aay
o o; the decumente mide avcilable by G-2 in conmection with tha

T

-4\“,*“ A e
)

3

=T -
Boses

| i b7C CoMN

P

N y ) R
Q{? LltRS /3



411 avatlable data en Sincleir Lewis has Dees
referrec to the Interncl Security Untt tn ¢.e forx of &
correlotion sumzary Sor & deterwmination Gs $0 whether GR8
favestigotion of Lexis is worrcatec enc for consideration
of the acvigability of dissexincting euvcilable inforzction
to the Field cnd/or to the leparizent.




